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C-SPAN postpones remainder of "American Writers" series until Spring 2002 (September 24,
2001)
CALL FOR PAPERS: Delta Blues Symposium VIII: The Sacred and the Secular
CALL FOR PAPERS: Faulkner & Yoknapatawpha Conference 2002, "Faulkner and His
Contemporaries" (Fall 2001)
Eudora Welty dies at 92 (July 23, 2001)
Eudora Welty, The Ponder Heart to air on ETV (October 3, 2001)
Germantown Arts Alliance honors Charles Reagan Wilson, director of Southern Culture Center at
the University of Mississippi (October 31, 2001)
Jimmy Faulkner, nephew of William, dies at 78 (December 24, 2001)
Mississippi writers association announces 14th annual "Let's Write" Literary Contest (November
14, 2001)
Stephen Ambrose's "Band of Brothers" miniseries set for this fall on HBO (August 31, 2001)
Welty manuscripts stir interest (July 30, 2001)
William Faulkner to be featured on C-SPAN's American Writers series (August 24, 2001)
William Faulkner's Rowan Oak house to close six months for renovations; grounds to remain
open (December 5, 2001)

July 2001
Author Eudora Welty dies at 92
23 July 2001
JACKSON, Miss. (AP)
Eudora Welty, the wise, meticulous writer whose loving depictions of small-town Mississippi brought
her international acclaim, died Monday. She was 92.
Welty, who was also acclaimed for her heart-wrenching photographs of poverty in Depression-era
Mississippi, died at Baptist Medical Center. She had been battling pneumonia, said Ginger Coke, a
hospital spokeswoman.
Welty, author of The Ponder Heart, Losing Battles and The Optimist's Daughter, for which she won the
Pulitzer Prize in 1973, said fiction provided her with the most productive tool for analyzing human
personality.
"I'm not any kind of prophet, but I think it's in our nature to talk, to tell stories, appreciate stories," she
said in a 1991 interview. "I think you write about whatever's current.... They won't be the same kind of
stories, but they'll be about human beings."
She was adored by critics, fellow writers and even some musicians. Country star Nanci Griffith cited her
as an influence and an incident from Welty's memoir, One Writer's Beginnings, inspired Mary Chapin
Carpenter to write the song and children's book Halley Came to Jackson.

Other works by Welty include Delta Wedding in 1946 and Losing Battles in 1971. The Ponder Heart and
The Robber Bridegroom were made into Broadway plays. Her personal favorite was the 1949 collection
The Golden Apples, interrelated stories set in the fictional town of Morgana, Miss.
In 1998, the Library of America published a two-volume compilation of her works, the first time an
entire edition had been devoted to a living writer.
Unlike fellow Mississippian William Faulkner, she did not imagine her people as tragic figures living out
the curse of a sinful past. For Welty, the present was drama enough, a time for gossip and family
squabbles, for private journeys and mysterious passions.
Her characters included the likes of Clytie, a frustrated spinster who drowns herself in a rain barrel; Lilly
Daw, a feeble-minded girl who falls in love with a xylophone player; Miss Teacake Magee, who sings at
her own wedding; and a couple of deaf-mutes who suffer indignities.
"I have been told, both in approval and in accusation, that I seem to love all my characters. What I do in
writing of any character is try to enter into the mind, heart, and skin of a human being who is not
myself," Welty wrote in 1980.
She once called herself "a natural observer”, and to me the details tell everything. One detail can tell
more than any descriptive passage in general, you know. That's the way my eye sees, so I just use it."
Welty was born in Jackson on April 13, 1909, and lived here almost all her life. She attended Mississippi
University for Women, later graduating from the University of Wisconsin and doing postgraduate work
at Columbia University in New York.
Early in her career, Welty worked for newspapers and radio stations and served as publicity agent for
President Franklin Roosevelt's Works Progress Administration, the agency formed to provide work for
people in Depression-era America.
She took her celebrated photographs of Mississippians as she traveled the state for the WPA. They show
the pride she saw among even the poorest people. She published pictures of Mississippians washing
laundry by hand, tending a bootleg still and slaughtering hogs.
She credited agent Diarmuid Russell with helping get her early fiction published. When he first offered
to represent her, she recalled in an interview, "I wrote back and said, 'Yes, be my agent.' He wrote back,
'Not so fast, how do you know I won't be a crook?'"
"He got me into the Atlantic Monthly and that changed my life," she said.
Her first story collection, A Curtain of Green, was published in 1941 and contained some of her most
beloved work, including "A Worn Path," "Powerhouse" and "Why I Live at the P.O." Her first novel, The
Robber Bridegroom, appeared a year later.
During World War II, Welty wrote reviews on battlefield reports for The New York Times Book Review.
She used the pseudonym "Michael Ravenna"; an editor had complained a Southern woman, despite
literary talents, was not an authority on the war.

"Michael Ravenna's sage judgments came to be quoted prominently in publishers' ads, and invitations
from radio networks to appear on their programs had to be politely declined on the grounds that he had
been called away to the battlefronts," a colleague of Welty's once wrote.
Although the shooting of civil rights leader Medgar Evers in 1963 inspired Welty's haunting story "Where
is the Voice Coming From?", the author was criticized in the 1960s for not writing stories about racial
injustice.
"I think I've always written stories about that," she said in later years. "Not as propaganda, but I've
written stories about human injustice as much as I've written about anything.... I was looking at it in the
human, not the political, vision, and I was sticking to that."
One Time, One Place, a book of 100 black-and-white photographs published in 1971, focused exclusively
on Welty's Depression era pictures. A 1989 book, Eudora Welty Photographs, features more than 200
pictures, some taken on her travels around the world.
Welty never married and dedicated her life to her work. She lived in the Jackson home that her father
built in the 1920s, where she continued her writing.
"I still have a lot to say, a lot to put in words," Welty said in a 1980 interview.
During the 1980s, the writing was postponed as she traveled to London and dozens of American cities to
accept honors, publicize her book of photographs, and read from her stories.
"I do enjoy the readings," she said in early 1991. "But I have some things I am dying to write."
In recent years, she made few public appearances. Her alma mater, the Mississippi University for
Women, gave her its first honorary degree in May 1998, but she did not attend the ceremony.
Her doctor posted a sign on her door turning away fans seeking autographs, and Welty added a
handwritten apology, but it was reportedly taken as a souvenir.
"As you have seen," she wrote at the end of One Writer's Beginnings, "I am a writer who came of a
sheltered life. A sheltered life can be a daring life as well. For all serious daring starts from within."
Welty manuscripts stir interest
30 July 2001
By JASON STRAZIUSO
JACKSON, Miss.
Eudora Welty, who died last week at age 92, published no new fiction after 1973. But she spent years
typing away, raising the tantalizing possibility that there is unpublished work sitting in her attic.
Welty was one of the 20th century's most beloved authors and was the first living writer to be given her
own volume in the prestigious Library of America series. Any posthumous work would attract
widespread interest.
Caretaker Daryl Howard, who looked after Welty for 10 years, said the author was often at her
typewriter.

"I never looked on to what it was, she would just say 'I have some work to do,'" Howard said. "I'm
certain there are things in the attic."
Reynolds Price, a close friend of Welty's and himself a well-regarded author, raised the issue last week in
a New York Times op-ed piece. He suggested Welty might have an unpublished manuscript centering on
the effects of a rape inside a community of schoolteachers. Price wrote that Welty frequently spoke of
the piece, though he never saw it.
If something is found, the decision to publish would fall on Welty's former neighbor, fellow Pulitzer Prize
winner Richard Ford. He is now her literary executor.
While Ford said he is not aware of any unpublished material, he did not rule anything out.
"They will learn and find out what is stacked up there in that attic," Ford said by telephone from his New
Orleans home.
Posthumous works have a highly mixed history. Some literary classics, including Virgil's The Aeniad and
Franz Kafka's The Trial, were published posthumously, despite requests from the authors that the works
be destroyed.
But some books are apparently better off unpublished. Ernest Hemingway's True at First Light and Ralph
Ellison's Juneteenth are among the recent posthumous works that received near-universal criticism.
Johns Hopkins University literature professor John Irwin believes writers often hold back mediocre work.
"The 17th century poet Edmund Waller said, 'If people could see the lines we blot out, we'd lose the
small reputation we have,'" said Irwin, who is writing a book on F. Scott Fitzgerald. "I think that's true of
writers ... (T)here's an unseen work that they didn't publish."
Seetha Srinivasan, who worked with Welty on publishing matters as the director of the University Press
of Mississippi, said Welty once expressed dismay that works are sometimes published against writers'
wishes.
Srinivasan said she once suggested Welty publish some early material.
"In her wonderfully, intimately sweet way, she said no," Srinivasan said. "I will never forget the way she
gently reminded us there is a reason it was not published."

August 2001
William Faulkner to be featured on C-SPAN's "American Writers" series
24 August 2001
The home and literary works of William Faulkner will be featured on a live telecast from the writer's
home in Oxford, Mississippi, in October.
Since March 2001, C-SPAN, the public affairs network, has traveled throughout the United States for live
telecasts as part of its newest history series, America Writers: A Journey Through History.
The 10-month series explores the lives and works of selected American writers who have chronicled,
reflected upon or influenced the course of our nation's history, from Plymouth Rock to Vietnam.

The series, which will run through December 2001, takes viewers on a journey through history,
chronicling the works of more than 45 American writers during eight periods in American history.
American Writers: A Journey Through History features the novels, speeches, diaries, essays and life
stories of writers like Benjamin Franklin, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Mark Twain,
Langston Hughes, John Steinbeck, William Faulkner, David Halberstam and others.
Each week, C-SPAN devotes a program to one of the featured authors, originating live from historic sites
associated with the writers' lives and works.
The series invites experts to discuss the week's featured writer and his or her body of work. Historians
and archivists discuss the writer's background, literary significance, and the time period the writer lived
in or wrote about. The series also takes a look at the homes and historic sites important to the writer
and his or her work.
The program devoted to William Faulkner will air live on C-SPAN on Monday, October 15, beginning at 9
a.m. ET from Faulkner's home, Rowan Oak. Like other programs in the series, it will re-air on the
following Friday at 8 p.m. ET.
As an additional resource, C-SPAN offers an online complement to the series,
[www.americanwriters.org]. The site provides detailed information on each featured writer and
information on C-SPAN's live program dedicated to the author. Schedules of upcoming American Writers
programming and a RealAudio/Video® archive of previously aired programming are also included on the
site.
For viewers who missed the earlier installments in the series, C-SPAN plans to re-air all of the programs
previously broadcast as part of a marathon from August 27 to September 1. Past programs include visits
to Philadelphia in April to explore Thomas Jefferson's Declaration of Independence and to Hannibal,
Missouri in June to discover the life and works of Mark Twain. A detailed schedule of the re-broadcast is
available on the web site.
Over the ten-month tour, the C-SPAN School Bus will have traveled to historic literary sites to inform
educators and students about American Writers and to collect programming for the series.
Educators at all levels can access [www.americanwriters.org/classroom] for comprehensive lesson plans
to coincide with American Writers: A Journey Through History
American Writers: A Journey Through History is C-SPAN's latest historical television series. In 1999, CSPAN earned a Peabody Award for American Presidents: Life Portraits, an in-depth look at the lives of all
41 presidents. C-SPAN retraced the 1831 journey of Alexis de Tocqueville in 1998 with the Alexis de
Tocqueville Tour. In 1994, C-SPAN debuted its first historical series, The Lincoln Douglas Debates of
1858, a re-enactment of the senatorial debates between Abraham Lincoln and Stephen Douglas.
C-SPAN was created by the cable industry and is currently available in 78 million households. C-SPAN2 is
available in 60 million households nationwide and worldwide.
Stephen Ambrose's "Band of Brothers" miniseries set for this fall on HBO
31 August 2001

Tom Hanks and Steven Spielberg are joining forces again in Band of Brothers, a ten-part miniseries
telling the story of Easy Company, a unit in the 101st Airborne division, from training in Georgia until the
end of World War II. The series is based on the book Band of Brothers by Mississippi writer Stephen E.
Ambrose, who interviewed dozens of members of the company for the historical study.
Hanks and Spielberg, who in Saving Private Ryan (1999) depicted on screen a hitherto unseen grittiness
and brutality of combat conditions in World War II, are executive producers for the miniseries, set to
premiere September 9 on HBO. Ambrose himself serves as a co-executive producer.
Drawn from hours of interviews with survivors, as well as soldiers' journals and letters, Band of Brothers
tells the story of Company E, 506th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Division of the U.S.
Army, a unit whose men took 150% casualties and became true American heroes.
"What I wrote in Band of Brothers has something of the quality of an "as told to' book," Ambrose has
written. "Something I learned long ago was always let the men speak for themselves. Quote them
whenever possible. They were there. I was not."
Each episode of the series opens with filmed comments by the actual veterans of Easy Company about
things pertinent to the episode.

September 2001
C-SPAN postpones remainder of "American Writers" for 2001 until Spring 2002
24 September 2001
C-SPAN has announced it will postpone the remainder of its history series American Writers scheduled
for 2001 until the spring of 2002. The decision was made to allow C-SPAN fuller coverage of the
aftermath of the terrorist attacks on September 11.
In a letter posted on the American Writers web site, C-SPAN comments on the decision to postpone the
series:
"Effective immediately, C-SPAN is postponing the second half of our American Writers series until the
Spring of 2002. This decision was made in response to unfolding events in the aftermath of the
September 11th terrorist attacks.
"The American Writers series is logistically intensive — an eight camera, two-and-a-half hour, live
telecast on location each week from a different historic site. Events in the past two weeks have made it
clear that for the foreseeable future, C-SPAN needs to dedicate our complete editorial attention to
providing long-form coverage of the national response to this serious situation.
"We are proud of the 60 hours of quality historical programming which the American Writers has
produced thus far, and of the enthusiastic response from the local communities which served as sites for
our live productions. We look forward to a time when we can resume the series with energy and
commitment."
Among those affected by the postponement was a program on Mississippi writer William Faulkner,
originally scheduled to be broadcast live from his home, Rowan Oak, in Oxford, Mississippi, on October
15.

An exact date for when the series will resume has not yet been announced.

October 2001
Eudora Welty's The Ponder Heart to Air on ETV
3 October 2001
Jackson, Miss. — Viewers nationwide will experience a bit of Southern culture this month when
ExxonMobil Masterpiece Theatre's (EMMT) American Collection presents an adaption of Eudora Welty's
prize-winning comic novel The Ponder Heart on Monday, October 15, at 8 p.m., repeating October 17 at
8 p.m. and October 21 at 3 p.m. on ETV.
Welty died at age 92 on July 23, 2001.
Born in Jackson, Mississippi, in 1909, she became one of the most distinguished writers in a region which
produced William Faulkner, Truman Capote and Flannery O'Connor. In The Ponder Heart, published in
1953 and winner of the William Dean Howells Medal of the Academy of Arts and Letters, Welty uses her
ear for dialect and eye for colorful detail to bring a small southern town vividly to life. And like the best
storytellers, she exaggerates a little.
She writes about the Ponder family in which Uncle Daniel Ponder — who's blessed with a loving heart,
not much common sense and the riches of Croesus — throws his southern hometown into an uproar. In
The Ponder Heart, Peter MacNicol (Sophie's Choice, Ally McBeal) stars as Daniel, heir of the richest
family in Clay County, Mississippi. His penchant for giving away his possessions — from heirloom
watches to the family filling station — borders on lunacy. Small wonder that his father, Sam "Grandpa"
Ponder (Boyce Holleman), tries to have him committed.
Co-conspirator in the plot to tame Daniel's generosity is his niece and contemporary, Edna Earle Ponder,
played by JoBeth Williams (The Big Chill). Edna Earle is the brains of the family, the proprietor of the
Beulah Hotel and the exasperated narrator of her Uncle Daniel's bizarre adventures.
After the family attorney, DeYancey "Tadpole" Clanahan (Lenny Von Dohlen), wins back the Ponders' gas
station from the pretty female motorcycle daredevil on whom Daniel has bestowed it, Grandpa and
Edna Earle decide that Daniel needs to settle down with a wife. The most respectable candidate is
widow Teacake Magee (Joanne Baron). Daniel is game, but on the way to the wedding ceremony
chances across backwoods flower Bonnie Dee Peacock (Angela Bettis, Girl, Interrupted) and marries her
instead.
A wisp of a thing and a mere 17-years-old, Bonnie Dee insists on a "trial" marriage while she gets used to
living in a big house and being the richest woman in Clay County. But the isolation does not suit her and
she runs away, only to return in time for a dark and stormy night during which she mysteriously dies.
The ambitious district attorney Dorris Gladney (Brent Spiner, Star Trek: The Next Generation), arch
enemy of the Ponders, indicts Daniel for murder. Tadpole organizes the inept defense, and thus
commences one of the strangest trials in American fiction — a trial with an outcome that would have
bewildered even Perry Mason.
The film was shot in several areas in Mississippi.

"We filmed in Canton, Edwards and Raymond, Mississippi, which are authentic places around and about
Jackson, where Eudora lived and where she used to take pictures. Her photographs turned out to be
quite useful in understanding how she observed people," says director Martha Coolidge. "The hotel we
used was in Edwards. The house was in Raymond, where there was a famous battle during the Civil War.
These are places that have never been used in films before. I felt it gave the picture a really special
look."
Coolidge's big breakthrough came in 1991 with Rambling Rose, a quiet film about a troubled beauty
played by Laura Dern, who comes to live with a respectable, if eccentric, southern family presided over
by Robert Duvall and Diane Ladd.
Her skill depicting the South is again evident in The Ponder Heart. Though Coolidge is a Yankee herself,
certain southern qualities perhaps run in her family since she is a distant cousin to one of our more
eccentric presidents: Calvin Coolidge.
"The book itself has its own eccentric structure. It rambles on in a charming way about the family, and
then things come together at the end. You can't do that in a movie, where you're driven more by plot.
So you try to maintain the spirit of Eudora Welty and get the best out of the book," says Coolidge. "One
of the things I did was insist on going back to the original ending of the book, where Uncle Daniel gives
away his money. That had actually been changed in the script because people didn't want it to seem as
though he'd bought his way out of the trial. But I felt I could do it without giving that impression, and I
think I succeeded," Coolidge added.
Coolidge had no interaction with Welty during the filming, but Ms. Welty was aware of the production.
According to Coolidge, Welty saw and approved the script and also signed a copy of the book for every
single member of the crew.
Sam Sherrill, who retired from Public Radio in Mississippi (PRM) this past June, secured a small part in
the film. "I had read the book and liked it because it was southern to the core," says Sherrill. "It's real,
the language is real, the people are real and I have an aunt like the one JoBeth Williams plays. I think
people will enjoy the movie."
After rehearsing their segment, PRM announcer Joe Bonelli and Peter MacNicol wrote additional
dialogue for Bonelli's character, political gossiper Preston Buford. "Everyone was very nice and
professional on the film, but Peter MacNicol went out of his way to help me make a good showing," says
Bonelli.
Other cast members from Mississippi include Boyce Holleman (Grandpa Ponder) from Gulfport;
Nathaniel Lee, Jr., (Talmadge Peper) Clinton; Emily Noble (Nurse) Brandon; Jaymee Vowell (Johunie Ree
Peacock) Ridgeland; Brenda Judin (Leota) Jackson; Shari Schneider (Eloise) Jackson; and Andrew Libby
(Bailiff) Jackson.
For in-depth information about The Ponder Heart, Eudora Welty and American Collection, visit the series
web site at [www.pbs.org/wgbh/masterpiece/americancollection/index.html] and the educators'
[http://www.ncteamericancollection.org/]. The educators' web site, funded by the Corporation for
Public Broadcasting, represents a collaboration of thousands of teachers in high schools and junior high
schools nationwide.

Now in its second season, ExxonMobil Masterpiece Theatre's American Collection is an acclaimed new
series featuring the best of American drama from the finest literature. The next title in the series is
James Agee's A Death in the Family, scheduled for January 2002.
CALL FOR PAPERS: The 29th Annual Faulkner & Yoknapatawpha Conference, "Faulkner and His
Contemporaries", The University of Mississippi, July 21-26, 2002
The time of Faulkner's life and career was one of the most momentous in Western history, especially
with regard to intellectual ferment and the response to it in arts and letters. The aim of the 2002
conference is to address the literary and intellectual relations Faulkner shares with other writers and
artists as well as the extent to which his work is a reflection of, and a commentary on, the major
intellectual movements of the day. Although he spent the large bulk of his life in the small North
Mississippi town of Oxford, physically isolated from the various schools and coteries of modern art and
thought, we have come to realize the extent to which Faulkner possessed either a direct or an intuitive
knowledge of the leading ideas of his time and a significant reading acquaintance with many of the
writers espousing those ideas.
Here are some of the issues that might be addressed: Who are those writers with whom Faulkner can be
most usefully compared, in terms either of similarity or opposition? What are the artistic and intellectual
movements that most pervade Faulkner's work? Are there any movements or "schools" with which
Faulkner is not normally linked, such as the Lost Generation, the Harlem Renaissance, Proletarian
Literature, that might reveal unexpected insights into Faulkner, or that might themselves be altered by
being viewed through a Faulknerian lens? To what extent is Faulkner truly a writer of his age, reflecting
and responding to the written world around him, and to what extent is he the iconnoclast, going his
unique way?
We are inviting 50-minute plenary addresses and 15-minute papers for this conference. Plenary papers
consist of approximately 6,000 words and will be published by the University Press of Mississippi. Short
papers consist of approximately 2,500 words and will be delivered at panel sessions.
For plenary papers the 14th edition of the University of Chicago Manual of Style should be used as a
guide in preparing manuscripts. Three copies of manuscripts must be submitted by January 15, 2002.
Notification of selection will be made by March 1, 2002. Authors whose papers are selected for
presentation at the conference and for publication will receive (1) a waiver of the conference
registration fee, (2) lodging at the University Alumni House from Saturday, July 20, thorugh Friday, July
26, and (3) reimbursement of travel expenses, up to $500 ($.345 a mile by automobile or tourist class
airfare).
For short papers, three copies of two-page abstracts must be submitted by January 15, 2002.
Notification will be made by March 1, 2002. Authors whose papers are selected for panel presentation
will receive a waiver of the $200 conference registration fee. In addition to commercial lodging,
inexpensive dormitory rooms are available.
All manuscripts and inquiries should be addressed to Donald Kartiganer, Department of English, The
University of Mississippi, University, MS 38677. Telephone: 662-915-5793, e-mail:dkartiga@olemiss.edu.
Manuscripts should only be sent by conventional mail, not e-mail or fax.

Arts Alliance Honors Southern Culture Center's Director
31 October 2001
UNIVERSITY, Miss.
Dr. Charles Reagan Wilson, director of the University of Mississippi's Center for the Study of Southern
Culture, has been honored by the Tennessee-based Germantown Arts Alliance for significant
contributions to the arts.
Cited for his work in literature, Wilson was among five recipients of the Alliance's 2001 Arts and
Humanities Medal for Outstanding Achievement, which are represented by bronze medals casted at
Lugar Foundry in Eads, Tenn. Past literature honorees have included John Grisham, Eudora Welty, Don
Donaldson, and Shelby Foote.
Katherine Bell, Alliance administrator, said the nominating committee was impressed with Wilson's
literary contributions, most notably his work as co-editor of The Encyclopedia of Southern Culture,
(University of North Carolina Press, 1989).
"The award honors his vision, dedication and devotion to excellence," Bell said.
Wilson, whose specialization is Southern religious and cultural history, also was cited for his other
published works, Judgment and Grace in Dixie: Southern Faiths from Faulkner to Elvis (University of
Georgia Press, 1995) and Baptized in Blood: The Religion of the Lost Cause, 1865-1920 (University of
Georgia Press, 1980).
"I am very honored and pleased to receive the Arts and Humanities Award," Wilson said. "The
contemporary South is undergoing an artistic and cultural renaissance, and institutions like the
Germantown Arts Alliance play an important role in nurturing cultural life. To be recognized by them is
reassuring that my work and that of the Center for the Study of Southern Culture are parts of a larger
story."
Other 2001 medalists included James Blackwood of the Blackwood Brothers gospel singing group, for
Lifetime Achievement in the Performing Arts; Michael Ching, director of the Memphis Opera, for
performing arts; Richard R. Ranta, dean of the College of Communication Arts at the University of
Memphis and executive director of the Southern States Communication Association, for patronage of
the arts; and H. David Wright, an artist, for visual arts.
Founded in 1992, the Germantown Arts Alliance is a non-profit funding and advocacy agency for
community arts programs, which this year has awarded some $800,000 in grants, with about half going
to schools, Bell said.
Wilson has taught at the University of Mississippi since 1981 and has been adviser of the graduate
program in Southern studies. Under his leadership in 1999, the UM Center, founded in 1977, received a
landmark $50,000 planning grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities, designating it as
one of only 16 in the nation to receive the award and to take part in its new Initiative for Regional
Humanities Centers program. The grant may lead to the UM Center's being designated one of only 10
major American humanities centers devoted to the study of the nation's regions.

The professor of history and Southern studies earned bachelor's and master's degrees from the
University of Texas at El Paso and a doctorate from the University of Texas at Austin. He also is editor or
coeditor of Religion and the American Civil War (Oxford University Press, 1998), The New Regionalism
(University Press of Mississippi, 1998), and Religion in the South (University of Mississippi Press, 1985).

November 2001
Mississippi Writers association announces "Let's Write" Literary Contest
14 November 2001
The Gulf Coast Writers Assocation has announced the opening of its 14th annual "Let's Write" Literary
Contest.
The association, based in Gulfport, Mississippi, will accept submissions from November 15, 2001,
through February 15, 2002. The contest has separate competitions for adults and youth.
For the adult contest, all categories -- Poetry, Fiction, and Nonfiction -- are open to all writers
throughout the world, published or unpublished. The Young Writers contest is limited to two categories,
Poetry and Fiction, and is open only to teens, ages 13 through 18. Entrants reaching age 19 before
February 15, 2002, should enter adult categories.
For detailed submission rules and guidelines or for more information, visit the Gulf Coast Writers
Association [website].
CALL FOR PAPERS: Delta Blues Symposium VIII: The Sacred and the Secular, Arkansas State University,
Jonesboro, Arkansas, April 11-13, 2002
Each year the Department of English and Philosophy at Arkansas State University (Jonesboro campus)
sponsors an interdisciplinary Delta Blues conference, bringing together scholars and performers to
celebrate this rich musical tradition. Symposia also have provided a broader context for understanding
the history and culture of the seven-state Mississippi River Delta region, extending the focus beyond the
blues to other musical genres as well as to the literature, politics, religion, folklore, and art of the area.
Past symposia have featured such speakers as David Evans, Trudier Harris, Elizabeth Payne, Barry Lee
Pearson, Michael S. Reynolds, William Wiggins Jr., Joel Williamson, and Dr. Joycelyn Elders.
Among creative writers who have read from their works have been Ellen Gilchrist, Barry Hannah, Yusef
Komunyakaa, Ellen Douglas, and Lewis Nordan. Musicians who have performed include Johnnie
Billington, Sid Selvidge, Lemuel Shepard, John Weston, Joyce Cobb, and CeDell Davis.
The eighth annual conference promises to provide a forum for similar luminaries. The focus of Delta
Blues VIII will be "the Sacred and the Secular in the Delta." While we solicit papers on the Delta Blues,
we also encourage presentations on any spiritual or secular aspects of the Delta. Possible topics include
the development of gospel quartet music and other religious music, liturgical and extra-liturgical
religious expression, the role of religion in political and social activity such as the Civil Rights Movement,
and spiritually inspired visual and verbal art. Scholarly papers, organized panels, creative presentations,
and multimedia demonstrations may come from any humanities and social sciences discipline, especially
American studies, anthropology, folklore studies, history, history of religion, literature, musicology,
popular culture, and sociology.

Proposals for academic panels and presentations should be about 250 words in length. Those for
creative presentations should include a sample of previous work. Deadline for proposals is 15 January
2002.
Address inquiries to:
Delta Symposium Committee
Dept. of English & Philosophy
PO Box 1890
Arkansas State University,
State University, AR 72467
Phone: 870-972-3043;
FAX: 870-972-3045

December 2001
William Faulkner's Rowan Oak house to close through June 2002 for renovations; grounds to remain
open
5 December 2001
UNIVERSITY, Miss.
The main house of Rowan Oak, historic Oxford home of Nobel Prize-winning author William
Faulkner, will be closed Dec. 21 through June 2002 for extensive renovation and repair.
The grounds around the house, now owned by the University of Mississippi, will remain open to the
public throughout the restoration process, said William D. Griffith, Rowan Oak curator.
"We needed to close the house because there's just too much work going to be done," said Griffith,
formerly collections manager of the University Museums.
Until Dec. 21, the home is open from noon to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday through Sunday and closed on
Mondays.
As the first phase of a $500,000 project funded in 1998 by the Mississippi Legislature, the home
renovations include installation of an upgraded security system, new plumbing and structural supports,
and a climate control system necessary to preserve Faulkner's remaining belongings.
Built by a pioneer settler in the 1840s and situated in a grove of oak and cedar trees, Rowan Oak was
purchased by Faulkner in 1930 and became his refuge from the world until his death in 1962.
Ten years later, the University purchased the house and its 31-acre grounds from the author's daughter,
Jill Faulkner Summers of Virginia.
University officials plan to seek private funds to complete renovation.
So far this year, an estimated 20,000 visitors have tread the cedar-lined gravel drive to reach the
antebellum home, which is a National Historic Landmark and a National Literary Landmark. On a recent
day, visitors came from as far away as Russia, Illinois, Montana and New York.
For more information, call Griffith at 662-915-7073 or 662-234-3284

Jimmy Faulkner, nephew of William, dies at 78
24 December 2001
OXFORD, Miss.
James Murry "Jimmy" Faulkner, 78, died Monday, Dec. 24, at North Mississippi Medical Center in
Tupelo. The widower of Nancy Watson Faulkner, he was a retired architect and contractor with Faulkner
Construction, and lectured throughout the United States on the life and times of his uncle, William
Faulkner.
He served with the U.S. Marines during World War II and the Korean Conflict before retiring as a
lieutenant colonel. For his service, he received the Distinguished Flying Cross, the World War II Victory
Ribbon, and the Pacific Theatre Ribbon. He was a member of St. Peter's Episcopal Church.
Survivors include his daughter, Meg Faulkner Du Chaine of Oxford; two sons, James Murry Faulkner Jr. of
Jackson and Thomas Wesley Faulkner of Lookout Mountain, Tenn.; a brother, M. C. "Chooky" Falkner of
Oxford; and four grandchildren. Memorials may be made to the American Heart Association.
A memorial service titled "The Burial of the Dead: A Celebration of the Life of James Murry "Jimmy"
Faulkner, July 18, 1923 - December 24, 2001" took place at St. Peter's Episcopal Church in Oxford on
Thursday, December 27, 2001, with the Rev. Wilson Webb officiating. He was buried in St. Peter's
Cemetery in Oxford.

